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FeHers on international 
Trade 
The opening months of 1980 bring l ide  
codow for Bhose engaged b beema- 
tiond trade, A large number of ]Lawyers 
in h e  City of London are presently 
involved in litigation involving Hhzmiam 
customers or bomowers in ePae wake of 
h e  moves by the United Stares ro Eti- 
are sanctions against I r a  in comection 
with the raking of hostages at its 
Tehran Embassy and h e  Hraniari 
responses. 

Bnremafional censufe is now focussed 
even more severdv on the USSR foB- 
lowing its effective invasion of 
M & ~ s t m .  Again, here  are to be 
samions and bycons. 

These are not hopeful developments 
in view of h e  serious generd economis 
recession which seems 

' ' 
enc. f i r  

countries like Bridm which are hewily 
dependent on overseas trade the dtua- 
Pion is made even bleaker. 

There are even problems with our 
near nei&bours in the EEC. Here here  
are a number of pohtisd areas of 
concern: the dispute over h e  size of 
B r i t & %  contcibotions to ehe Budget, 
the rejec~ion of ahe surrent Co-~rgr 
budget by the European Parliament and 
h e  continued defiance by France of the 
ruling of h e  European Gur t  of Justice 
r e g x h g  the import of English l a b .  
There is dso now before the House of 
Commons a private member9s Bill, the 
European h r n w ~ ~ a  Act ( b e n d -  
mene) SiU, which would give to the UK 
Parliament each year the right to 
approve or disapprove the contiEPued 
payment of cone~ibueions to the cow- 
munity budget. These political tensions 
csdd be fruitful Bw encouraging a shift 
in emphasis within the &muni ty  froa 
agriculture to hdustry to redress the 
present h b d m c e .  It is, however, eo be 
earnestly hoped h a t  these political &s- 
pu ta  wd not cause further barriers to 
be erected against intemationd trade. 

Areas sf Hope 
W e  these various developments are 
hather depressing, it should not be for- 

gonega &at &ere are several areas of 
Rope. Firstly, trade has now s e m d  
again with Southern Rhodesia (or as it 
will be h o w n  shordy, Zhbabwe). 

Secondly, here  is the progressive 
opening up of trade with China. In rec- 
ogaidon of the widespread interest in 
doing business with &at somtay we 
pubkshed h the January d t i o n  of 
BLR an artisle on h e  new Chinese 
joke vegame law. Bn &is edition there 
is a more general article on negoeiahg 
sapitd g o d s  contracts in h a t  country. 

Present deveilopmenrs in China are of 
p d c d a s  sigrdicance for lawyers. Dux- 
h g  the C d m d  Revolution lawyers and 
legd machinery were suppressed for 
ideological reasons. It is clear that 
C h a  is now d o p h g  a more ""lgd" 
approach to its affairs. 
A glance ar h e  text of the join1 ven- 

u e  law (BER, J m u q  1980, p 26) 
shows thar a number of f d e r  codes 
dealing wiuh comnnersid m d  taxation 
matters are in the pipehe. At  the 

d codes ' o m  gro- 
cedures, evidence, aners, 
elections and envbomenrd prorestion. 

It seems, however, &at @ h a  s m  
has a long way to go before it can be 
said to have a kgd system in the faBLB 
sense of the word. Mxcel Berbs,  h e  
Legd Correspondent of The Times, has 
recently estimated b e  there are prob- 
ably no more than 1180 lawyers in 
C b a .  P e b g  (population 8 &on) 
has 30 of these lawyers; Shmghi  (18 
W o n  d a b i t m t s )  has 23 lawyers. 

It seems likely that in *he new cG- 
mate in C h a  lawyers will come to play 
a more important part in cowawercid 
negoriations. Not ody those involved in 
high technology and in anhe capital 
goods industries are likely to find hem- 
selves involved with trade with China. 

G h a  codd acsmda te  foreign in- 
debtedness of $30,000m over the next 
ten y e m  - international bankern and 
the providers of other fmmcid services 
are thus dso likely to fmd themselves 
dealing with &is part of the world. 
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