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RTP White Paper 

One of h e  last w a ~ s t e d a l  acts of Lord 
Young, before his departure as Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry in the 
July reshdBe, was to Iamch the 
Govement ' s  VJhire Paper, Opming 
M~rkers:  New PoIig~ m Resbricaive Trade 
Pracskes (Cm. 727). The White Paper, 
preceded by a Green Paper, promises 
major new legsladon ro replace the 
R e s ~ c d v e  Trade Practices Act and 
bring UK law into h e  with that of our 
European partners in readiness for 1992. 

Price fixing caetels asad mri- 
competitive agreements are to be made 
illegal, with delinquent firms (and 
h&vidual directors of such h s )  
rendered subject to substaradd h e s .  
The legislation will d s o  extend to the 
professions, inclu$irrg the legal 
professions, already, of course, facing a 
major ugheavd at the hands of the Lord 

Chmcellor. (The latter's own Wfite 
Paper which appeued a day or two later 
makes clear, at para 11  2, that d-&ougR 
the providers of legal services will be 
affected by the new RTP Act, h e  latter 
will not gpply to mles made by the 
professiond bodies and o r g ~ s a e i o n s  to 
regulate advocacy in court, h e  conduct 
of litigation, etc.). Fines will be levied 
by a Restrictive Trade Practises 
Tribunal, consishg of ten members of 
the Monopohes and Mergers 
Commission; juris&cdon to impose h e s  
of more ehan f l m  will be vested in the 
High Court. The "OFT will acquire a 
new investigaeion and enforcement 
division, eqdpped with powers to enter 
and search business premises. 
M911 of this is welcome if not 

unexpected news. Many areas of 
industry (the supply of building 
materials, including ready-mixed 
concrete and glass, is a p d c u l a r l y  
notable instance) are notoriously ridded 

with consuer-unfrienay ""bd-rig~ng" 
and price fixing pracdces. The 
professions, too, have had it too easy for 
too long. However, &ose dfected are 
not likely to take the refoms lying 
down. Most of the 32 professional 
bodies who responded to the Green 
Paper (there were 160 responses in all) 
claimed ehaa &e refoms were 
unnecessary, and that the cost of 
comphance would be uwwanantably 
high. The new S e c r e t ~  of State faces 
an uphdill smggle against a f o ~ d a b l e  
professiond lobby in his attempts to get 
the refoms onto the statute book at an 
eaely date. He will also be confronted by 
some jusaed  cynicism (foreshadowed 
in a well-aimed leading aedcle in The 
B d e p d m t  on July 19) about the 
Government's own patchy record on the 
privatisation front in failing to tackle 
monopohseic practices in irs own 
backyard. 

Bar First in 
Telecommunications 

Lqd and t e l e c o m u ~ c a t i o n s  hsroey 
was made on August 7 when the first 
video conference was held between a 
barrister atwd his cbents 200 miles away. 

At 2.30 in the drernmw, barrister 
Sean Overend in London chaired a 
coderense with clients and their 
so%icitor, John Goodman of Howarrh 
& o h m  an68 Co, Mmchester, s i h g  i~ 
Chester. Not o d y  were both parhies able 
to see and s& ro each other on 
television monitors, bur h e y  were also 
able to read and edit interactively, and 
print papers shown on a separate 
Uocmenter '  screen. The m o  sets of 
monitors and docaawenriers are ~hb)~ided  
m d  connected via cable network by 
LawLklk Ltd.' 

Describing the system in use, Sean 
Overend s i d :  

""Video-conferenchg represents a 

'LawLink at present has vidm-conference 
facilities installed at the Chambers of 
Commerce in London, Bournenou& 
(Dorser), and Chester md in London in 
Lloyd's new building a d  in she L a w L d  
offices in Cheapside. MD John Bsebaaer can 
be contacted on 01-600-0885. 

major bredthrough in making 
barristers' sen~ices wore accessible to 
cEenes, parei.culmIy on specialjut 
matters. The sosrs of travel to 
London and h e  time involved Rave 
often pant people off seeking counsel's 
specialist advice, p r h a p s  to the 
detriment of their case. Video- 
conferenacing feels just h e  s m e  as a 
nomal  conference and enables you to 
do everyhhg you would usually do, 
but at a fraction of the cost. This 
development, togeher with the Bx's  
decision to dlow direct access to 
counsel by professionals seeking 
advice or an opinion, has opened up 
new possibihdes for making the Bar's 
expertise more readily avdable not 
just 10 chents in Britain but d s o  to 
hose abroad." 

Managing Director of LawLink, John 
Brebner, said that test runs had so far 
given very satisfactory results. 

""Our network is sdBP at the p lo t  
seage, and this is the dipst h e  it has 
been i~ aceion. By March next year, 
however, it should have grown ro a 
backbone of video conference facaities 
in thiny ro forty chambers of 
commerce thoughout Briahra. We 
already have l i d s  with some 156) 
video conference facilities in 18 other 

countries. Evenrudly, we hope that 
we will be able to install these 
facilities in the Inns of C o w  or even 
barristers' chambers" 
For furher S o m a t i o n  please contact 

Andy Smith or Andrew Taylor at the 
Bar Press Office on 09-828-2599 or Sean 
Overend on 01-353-3366. John 
G~odman of Howxth G m b a n  and Co 
can be contacted on 061 832-5068. 

Stop Press 

The f o m a ~ o n  of a new specialist group 
for barristers pracusing in the 
e o m e r c i d  field was announced on 
Aumsr 14. The G m e r c i d  Bar 
Associadon, which will be h o w  as 
CBMBAR, Paas a membersbp of over 
450 bwrisrers & a m  from 21 sets of 
c o r n e r s i d  chmbers  together with 
k d v i d u d  prac~doners. 

For f u d e r  i d o m a d o n  please contact 
Marion MoEdge on 01-353-3502 or 
David Seeel QC on 01-583-8381. 
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