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Fra~ld Trials 

On 11 February the second Guinness 
fraud trial collapsed after 68 days when 
Mr  Justice Henry ac~epted medical 
evidence that one of the defendants, 
Roger Seelig, who was conducting his 
own defence: was too ill to continue. 
Tne  judge told the jury that: "once 
again this case has thrown up the 
problems of long criminal trials and the 
appropriateness of our criminal justice 
system - whose rules were designed to 
cater for short trials and simple facts - 
not complex trials. It  seems to me 
ineviiable that we must find cheaper and 
quicker ways to deal with serious fraud 
trials, and the likelihood is we shall need 
a radical solution rather than merely 
tinkering with procedure." A few days 
later, another judge, passing sentence on 
four defendants at the end of the Blue 
Arrow case, which had lasted more than 
a year, said that lessons would have to 
be learned "if trial by jury is to survive 
in a case such as this." 

News 

Solicitors European 
Group 

T h e  Annual Conference of the Law 
Society Solicitors European Group is 
being held in Berlin from 18 to 2 1 June 
1992. 

Berlin 
Since November 1989 Berlin has 
become the most visited city in Germany 
and it will, within the next decade, 
emerge as one of the most important 
cities in an enlarged Europe. Currently 
it is also a particularly popular venue for 
conferences. The united city offers a 
wealth of cultural activities with its 
many art galleries, theatres, museums, 
operas and concerr halls as well as a 
wide range of shops, cafes and nightlife. 
It  is surrounded by beautiful 
countryside and woodlands. Magnificent 
buildings remain in the former eastern 
part, including the old university, 
churches, opera house, government 
buildings and theatres which line the 
famous "Unter den Linden" 
thoroughfare leading from the 
Brandenburg Gate, as well as the 
impressive "Museum Island" buildings 
containing several museums with 
significant collections. 

The Lord Chancellor subsequently 
acknowledged the force of Mr Justice 
Henry's comments, but noted that no 
one had yet come up with a convincing 
solution. He rejected calls for abolition 
of jury trial in complex fraud cases, a 
view subsequently endorsed by Barbara 
Mills QC, Director of the Serious Fraud 
Office. However, Lord Roskill, who had 
recommended in 1986 (when even the 
longest trials were positively brisk by 
today's standards) that fraud-case juries 
be replaced by judges sitting with 
assessors, said that nothing had since 
happened to change his mind. 

All this is a re-run of the debate in the 
aftermath of the first Guinness trial, 
which ended in August 1990 (with a 
very different outcome). We noted then 
(1990) IBLR 234) that the Lord 
Chancellor's Department had rejected 
the Roskill proposals for the abolition of 
jury trial. We supported this rejection 
and, like Lord Roskill, we have not 
changed our minds. As Anthony 
Scrivener QC said, in the aftermath of 

Conference Venue 
All business sessions will be held at the 
Logenhaus, Emser Strasse 12- 13, D- 
1000 Berlin 31, Tel. no. (+ 49 30) 
876326 Fax. no. (+ 49 30) 8612985. The 
conference centre is approximately 15 
minutes walk from both hotels and 
coach transportation will be provided. 

Registration Fees 
The  delegate registration fee of £340 
(outside scope of UK VAT) per delegate 
covers: attendance at all business 
sessions, documentation, administration, 
session refreshments including lunch on 
Friday 19 June, transportation, 
receptions and dinner at the Hotel Inter 
Continental on Saturday 20 June. 
Barristers, lawyers and non-solicitors 
are welcome to attend this conference. 
Local delegates are also welcome to 
attend - prices available on application 
to the conference office (see below). 

Tours 

City Tour of Berlin 
The coach rour, with an English- 
speaking guide, will visit the many 
interesting and historic sites of Berlin, 
including Charlottenburg Palace, 
Reichstag, Bradenburg Gate, State 
Opera, Berlin Town Hall, Bellevue 

Culness 11, (Independent, I4  February 
1992): "if a case cannot be made easy for 
a jury to understand then it is the judge 
and the lawyers who have faded, and not 
the jury system." 

But reforms are clearly needed. 
Various commentators have pointed, for 
instance, to the serious under-staffing of 
the SFO; and to the need to do a lot 
more to slim down complex multiple 
indictments. We agree that such matters 
need looking into. But the biggest issue 
of all is one of high policy that goes far 
beyond the flawed mechanics of criminal 
investigation and trial, to the heart of 
recent ideological and party-political 
debate. In our view, the spate of recent 
fraud cases - cases that have tested to 
near-destruction those parts of the legal 
system charged with handling them - is 
symptomatic of the fundamental failure 
of 1980s policies of self-regulation in the 
City. It  is here, sure!y, that the real task 
of the reformer must begin. 

Palace, Gendarmenmarkt Alexander and 
Potsdam Squares, French Cathedral, 
Humboldt University, former Prussian 
Supreme Court, Victory Column, 
Museum Island, Congress Hall, Unter 
den Linden and Kurfiirstendamm. 

Visit to Potsdam & Sanssouci 
This tour will visit the neighbouring 
baroque town of Potsdam and Frederick 
the Great's extravagant Neues Palais 
including its famous "Grotto" main hall. 
Weather permitting, a short stroll will 
be taken in Schloss Sanssouci's 
delightful park with its Chinese tea- 
house. Participants will also visit Schloss 
Cecillienhol, where the Allied Powers 
met in 1945 to discuss the terms of the 
Potsdam Agreement. 

Enquiries 
All enquiries should be directed to 
Fiona Morris, Assistant Conference 
Manager, The Law Society, 50 
Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1SX. 
Tel071 320 5786. Fax 071 404 1124. 
Bookings can only be made on receipt of 
the registration form with remittance. 
Places cannot be reserved by telephone. 
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