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1999 and the Review 

Welcome to the 20th year of publication of the Btlsiness 
L a w  Review. Thank you to all our loyal readers who are 
still with us and welcome to new ones. We trust that you 
will ali find plenty to interest you in 1999. 

We are introducing some small stylistic changes this 
year and have plans for the journal which will be 
unfolded as the year progresses. We feel that the 
Current Comment section of the journal should be 
given more prominence and have, therefore, separated it 
from Infobank. Infobank will continue to be a useful 
section on new legal and other interesting items selected 
by the Editor from a plethora of FR and other materials 
sent in to the Review. 

Current Comment will now be in the two-column style 
and follow the main articles. The material will continue 
to be supplied by experts in the various fields and we are 
planning to include more material on U K  commercial and 
company matters. We are most grateful to our regular 
contributors who somehow manage to keep producing 
material of interest despite leading extremely busy lives as 
lawyers in practice. Our regular column on E U  matters is 
provided by Beachcroft Stanleys' Brussels office. Julie 
Nazerali is in charge of the column and most certainly 
has her ear well to the ground to give us the latest and 
most uptodate news. Pan Kirby of Dibb Lupton Alsop9s 
London office writes on intellectual property matters and 
we are most grateful for his informative contributions. 
David Flint, a partner of MacRoberts in Glasgow writes 
a stimulating and amusing column on the Internet, with 
particular reference to U S  cases which will, no doubt, be 
taken into account in the U K  when there is no precedent 
here. 

As of the January issue, Current Comment will contain 
a regular column on U K  Competition Law written by 
Mark Furse, senior lecturer in law at the University of 
Westminster. We are very pleased to have this column 
which will put us in the picture and explain 
developments following the new Competition Act of 
1998. Please see this issue for an introduction to the new 
Act. 

There will be further contributors to this section 
appointed during 1999. 

We are planning to list conferences, seminars and new 
associations on a more regular basis in 1999, particularly 
those that are free or reasonably priced - organizers 
please note. We shall also be publishing more book 
reviews. The Editor would welcome interest from any of 
our readers in reviewing books for the journal. 

Finally, we always welcome constructive criticism and 
ideas for new and different materials. Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with the Editor. 

Susan Nicholas 

Conferences Seminars and 
Associations 

Business Affairs Course 

A new course in Business Affairs dedicated to the media 
and entertainment Industry has been launched by The 

College of Law and law firm Collyer-Bristow. The 
Course, which begins in January, is a five-part 
introduction to Business Affairs aimed at lawyers, account 
managers, contract and business affairs professionals in 
sport, advertising, marketing media and entertainment 
industries. 

Participants will receive a diploma accredited by The 
College of Law at the end of a course of 12 weeks, with 
two full days' seminars and 12 two and one half hour 
evening sessions. 

For further information, please contact Richard Verow 
of Collyer-Bristow on 0171 242 7363 or Tim Devlin for 
The College of Law on 01580 893176. 

Y2K Lawyers Association 

A new national and international specialist lawyers 
association, formed specifically to tackle the legal 
challenges surrounding the Millennium Bug was 
announced in November 1998. I t  has been formed to 
foster innovative legal solutions to the problem of the 
bug, to promote cooperation (both legally and in other 
ways) rather than confrontation, and to share legal 
knowledge and expertise on a nation-wide and 
international basis. 

Five firms and a leading QC specialising in the U2IZ 
problem have joined forces to found the association. 
These are: Bird Semple in Edinburgh, Ross & Co in the 
Wirral, Lester Aldridge in Bournemouth, Robert Muckle 
in Newcastle, Withers in London and John Melville- 
Williams QC. Membership is open to solicitors, 
barristers, advocates and other lawyers who are qualified 
in their own jurisdiction. 

The Association has already launched its own web-site 
at http://www.y2klaw.org which includes Y 2 K  news, 
articles and bulletin boards. While some parts of the web- 
site will be 'open', access to the more detailed information 
sources will be restricted to members only. 

For further information please contact Adam Taylor on 
0171 936 1000 or Gavin IIngham Brooke on 0171 580 
7403. 

Virtual Paralegal Training 

Training is now available for paralegal qualifications over 
the internet thanks to an initiative involving IEEX 
(Paralegal Training) Ltd, Eeeds TEC, Vocational Legal 
Training Ltd and Leeds Metropolitan University. 

Support from Leeds T E C  combined with European 
ADAPT funding will allow people in the paralegal field 
to train via the net for the first rime supported by 
comprehensive information packs and student guides. 
Students will have the opportunity to follow the IEEX 
Vocational Legal Studies Programme and gain a certified 
qualification. 

All students will be registered students of Eeeds 
Metropolitan University and will also enjoy interactive 
"real time" tutorials with law tutors and visiting experts, 
connections to the gateways of legal knowledge for 
research and even a common room facility for making 
new friends and contacts. 

For further information please contact Emma Leech on 
tel: 0113 253 5935; fax: 0113 283 5936; 
e-mail: e.leechur lmu.ac.uk 
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