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Editoria 
On behalf of the Consultant Editors 
and members of the Advisory and 
Country Correspondent Editorial 
Boards, I would like to welcome all 
readers to this first issue of European 
Environmental Law Review. We 
believe that we will be providing a 
unique service of information, 
guidance and criticism for lawyers 
working throughout Europe in the 
area of environmental law, a subject 
set to become the most crucial of all 
legal disciplines, the only one upon 
which the future of our planet may 
truly be said to depend. 

The Review will extend its coverage 
to all acknowledged separate 
countries in Europe and will provide 
not only coverage of changes in their 

laws but also articles comparing 
aspects of the regulatory regimes in 
different countries. A wide variety of 
other articles will be included with 
the emphasis on practicality rather 
than academic theorising. Our 
coverage of developments in the 
institutions of the European 
Community will be a special and 
comprehensive feature. The  
importance of events outside Europe 
will not be ignored with 
correspondents reporting on the 
changes in pan-world organisations 
and, of course, special attention will 
be paid to the results (whether good 
or indifferent) of the UN Conference 
on Environment and Development in 
Brazil. A monthly report from the 

USA will point out comparisons and 
benefits which Europeans may derive 
from the American experience. 

All readers are invited to join in the 
debate by contributing articles, letters 
and notes of forthcoming conferences 
or meetings (to be sent to the Editor 
in the UK), together with any other 
material which will interest or inform 
other practitioners. We look forward 
no a long and productive relationship 
with you. 

The Editor 
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General 

Recently in Czechoslovakia there has 
been a tremendous upsurge in 
awareness of the environmental 
problems facing the country and the 
need to introduce appropriate 
legislation. This does not mean that 
there was no concern for the 
environment in the past. However, it 
is a sad fact that during the 
Communist regime there was more 
rhetoric than positive action 
particularly as far as the environment 
was concerned. The result was that 
environmenralists, during this period, 
were met with a persistent refusal by 
the State to heed their warnings. 
Indeed many of those who criticised 
the lack of pollution control were 
branded as dissidents. 

In the past the environment in 
Czechosiovakia was not in too bad a 
state but it gradually deteriorated. 
The main reason for this was the so 
called Iron theory of development of 
industry in Czechoslovakia set by the 

Communists in the early 1950's. This 
meant an immense growth of coal 
mines, power plants, steel producing 
plants and other heavy industries. 
This growth of heavy industry, which 
was many times bigger than the 
country needed, was extremely 
expensive. There was insufficient 
money available to provide 
appropriate pollution control 
equipment at these plants. This was a 
similar situation to that which existed 
in East Germany and Poland. 

A number of environmental reports 
were commissioned at the request of 
the Communist government. 
However, as mosr of these reports 
were very critical of environmental 
standards they were never published. 
For example a report prepared by the 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 
disclosed that air pollution had visibly 
damaged nearly one-fifth of the forest 
area in the Czech republic. The  report 
was never published and the situation 
was allowed to continue. 

I t  does not follow that legal 
provisions for the protection of the 
environment did not exist at all. Such 
provisions can be found in different 
laws of that time but they were 
usually followed by provisions that 
&e Government could allow 
exemptions, and so the factories and 
even towns which had no money to 
clean their sewage systems lived on 
such exemptions. The town or district 
sanitation officer had the right to 
impose big h e s  or even to order that 

an industrial plant should be closed 
down. However, the final decision 
was always made by the town or 
district secretariat of the Party. 

That is why Czechoslovakia, after 
November 1989, finds itself on the 
threshold of major environmental 
changes. In  Czechoslovakia state 
organs have been established whose 
main task is the care of the 
environment. This was the first step. 
Other steps will be more difficult. A 
major achievement was that 
Czechoslovakia, as the first of the 
former Soviet satellites, got rid of the 
Soviet army stationed on 
Czechoslovak territory. However, the 
damage the army created was 
considerable. Originally 
Czechoslovakia assumed that the 
damage caused mainly to the 
environment amounted to about 2.5 
billion Czechoslovak crowns (about 
85 million US$) bun it will be no 
doubt much higher. The matter was 
recently solved i :~  a treaty between 
Czechoslovakia and the Russian 
Federation by way of a zero solution - 
everything that the Soviet army left 
behind in Czechoslovakia will become 
Czechoslovak property and 
Czechoslovakia will not exert any 
further financial claims in connection 
with the stay of the Soviet troops 
here. This was a political solution 
which was intended to maintain 
economic links with Russia which 
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