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Audits and Environments Crimes 
experience with the guidelines and 
federal criminal law. 

Now is the time to act. A criminal 
conviction without an effective 
compliance programme may later 
yield severe ramifications including a 
federal court's imposition of a more 
burdensome programme on the 
company. As for the future, the 
United States Sentencing Commission 
is currently studying guidelines 

specifically targeted for environmental 
crimes. Organizations with the 
foresight to adopt compliance 
programmes now will be well 
positioned to implement 
corresponding compliance systems. 

These guidelines, while having their 
origin in the United States, also seem 
to meet many of the formal or 
informal criteria used by prosecuting 
authorities in other parts of the world. 

The existence of a programme 
designed to prevent and detect legal 
violations would certainly be the kind 
of programme that would be 
considered by any enforcing 
authority. Therefore, if altruism does 
not create a desire in an organization 
for this type of pro-active program, its 
own self-interest should. 
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