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GATT Negotiations 

The failure to reach agreement on 
agriculture in the GATT negotiations in 
Brussels in December last is to be 
regretted on all sides. It represents the 
triumph of rhetoric over common sense 
and is yet further proof of the undue 
power of the farm lobby in the United 
States and the European Community. 
The United States enjoyed a propaganda 
success in portraying the Community as 
the cause of the failure of the 

time common sense and the interest of 
consumers in cheaper food will prevail. 

internal Market 

There are now two years to go before 
the internal market as defined in Article 
8.4 EEC is due to be achieved. In these 
two years the emphasis shifts to the 
"hotter potatoes" on which political 
agreement will be more difficult. Sight 
must also not be lost, however, of the 

proceedings are not merely settled on 
the basis that the Member State will 
comply by 1993. The Commission must 
continue to be vigilant against the use of 
political compromise and convenience to 
solve problems without ensuring that 
the underlying barriers to trade are 
removed. Most complaints are, of 
course, solved without the need to resort 
to litigation, but as 1993 approaches, the 
temptation in some national circles to 
resist compliance for as long as possible 
must be firmly countered. 

negotiations, although the impression of need to ensure proper implementation of 
"plank in their own eye" was not wholly Community legislation at national level , 
erased. Negotiations are due to resume and it will be important for the ! 
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News 

Simultaneous Software 
Theft Actions in London 
and Paris 

On 12 December 1990 the Business 
Software Alliance (BSA) and the 
Federation Against Software Theft 
(FAST) announced the filing of 
legal action in England against Marconi 
Instruments Ltd for the alleged 
unauthorised copying of software. The 
BSA simultaneously announced in Paris, 
in conjunction with the French 
Association Franqaise des Editeurs de 
Logiciels (AFEL), that it had conducted 
court-ordered inspections concerning 
the alleged unauthorised copying of 
software against two French companies 
- RhBne-Poulenc Films and France 
Distribution Systems. 

The BSA and FAST announced that 
four software companies, Ashton-Tare, 
Lorus Development, Microsoft and 
Word Perfect, obtained authorisation 
from the High Court in London on 21 
November 1990 for an Anton Piller 
order permitting an inspection of the 
personal computers at two Marconi 
Instruments Ltd facilities St Stevenage 
and St Albans. The solicitors for the 
parties conducted this inspection on 22 
November, and follows the review of the 
results, legal proceedings alleging 
copyright infringement were issued and 
served on Marconi Instruments Ltd. An 
application for an interim injunction was 

heard on 7 December but adjourned 
until the New Year on certain 
undertakings given by Marconi 
Instruments Ltd. 

The BSA said that its actions in the 
UK and France were the first step in a 
new wave of legal actions throughout 
Europe. "The piracy problem is causing 
the software industry serious damage, 
and we have therefore decided to move 
fonvard on a pan-European basis with 
co-ordinated action against software 
piracy in corporations," BSA managing 
director Robert Holleyman said in Paris. 
"We have several other cases already 
underway in the UK, France and other 
European countries, and between now 
and the Spring of 1991 we will proceed 
with additional legal actions." 

Fox Borgerhoff Mulder, vice- 
president of BSA and FAST board 
member, stated: 

"To our knowledge, this is the first 
time that the industry has successfully 
obtained an Anton Pillar order in the 
UK to inspect the computers of a 
corporate end-user where there is 
suspected piracy. We believe this is an 
important step forward in fighting 
piracy here." 

European Company 
Statute 

A Brochure Published by the EC 
Economic and Social Committee 
The European Company Statute is an 
idea some twenty years old but with the 
run-up to 1992, it looks ever more 
necessary if companies in different 
Member States are to take full advantage 
of the single market. 

The EC Economic and Social 
Committee (ECOSOC) produced its 
views on the Stature on 29 March 1990. 
These views have now been published 
with a foreword by the EC Commission 
Vice-President Martin BANGEMANN. 

Given its composition, with both 
employer and worker representatives, 
the Economic and Social Committee's 
views carry great weight. All the more 
so in this case because these views were 
voted by a very comfortable majority. 

The 59-page brochure, reproducing 
the Committee's Opinion, the 
Commission's original proposals and 
suggested amendments to these, 
together with minority views expressed 
during the debate in ECOSOC, is 
required reading for anyone interested 
in the prospects for company law in the 
Community. 
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