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European Economic Area 

The talks on the establishment of an 
European Economic Area progress apace 
and political commitment to the rapid 
conclusion of an agreement on an EEA 
based on equality was reaffirmed by 
ministers at the joint EEC-EFTA 
ministerial meeting in Brussels last 
December. 

Whilst various matters remain to be 
agreed there has been a strong 
convergence on issues such as the 
identification of the relevant acquis 
communauraire which would be 
integrated into the EEA agreement as a 
common legal basis for the free 
movement of goods, persons, services 
and capital. Throughout the EEA it will 
also be necessary to ensure equal 
conditions of competition and to this 
end it  is intended to base the EEA 
competition rules on the relevant 
Articles of the EEC Treaty so that their 
application should lead to the same 
results throughout the territory of the 

EEA. The current working hypothesis is 
that an independent EFTA structure be 
established to apply the competition 
rules and that this structure would have 
similar powers and functions to those of 
the Commission. The details of co- 
operation between the Commission and 
the new structure, of judicial control 
and of the roles of the new bodies are 
matters presently under discussion. 

More generally the institutional 
framework of the EEA will also have to 
be finalised. Ministerial conclusions so 
far consist of general identification of 
certain functions of an EEA Council and 
an EEA joint body responsible for the 
implementation and operation of the 
agreement. The joint body would rake 
decisions by consensus of the European 
Communities on the one side and the 
EFTA countries speaking with one voice 
on the other. Many problems remain, 
however, not least those of ensuring that 
the European Parliament's role in the 
preparation of Community legislation is 
not rendered futile by political 
agreement within the context of the 

EEA. Adequate judicial control will also 
need to be guaranteed. In view of these 
problems the goal of concluding the 
negotiations and signing the agreement 
before the summer is ambitious 
although not impossible. 

Laurence Gormley 

President of Ireland 

We are sorry to record that President 
Robinson has resigned from the 
Editorial Advisory Board for her term of 
office as President of Ireland. We regret 
that this is necessary, but understand 
her position and thank her for her 
support during the early months of 
planning and production of the Review. 

Susan Nicholas 

News 

EC Contracts Convention 

On 30 January 1991 the UK became the 
seventh Member State of the European 
Community to ratify the Rome 
Convention on contracts. This means 
that the Convention will come into effect 
for the seven countries, Britain, France, 
Italy, Denmark, Luxembourg, Germany 
and Belgium, from April 1991. 

The Convention is in the form of an 
inter-governmental agreement rather 
than an EC directive, thus by-passing 
the EC institutions. 

As reported in the Financial Times of 
31 January, the new rules mean 
important progress towards the single 
market. It establishes two principles: (1) 
If the parties agrees at the outset on 
which country's law should apply, the 
that will be upheld; (2) If no choice has 
been made, the law of the country most 
closely connected with the contract wili 
apply. The Convention encompasses a 
set of principles to make this work in 
practice. 

There will be further informarion on 
this in the March issue of the Review. 

Soviet Business Law 
Course 

Professor Butler and the Centre for the 
Study of Socialist Legal Systems will be 
conducting this course in Moscow from 
17 to 23 March. 

The administration is by Worldwide 
Information, c/o STBS Etd, 42 William 
IV Street, London WC2N 4DE, Tel. 
071-386 9322 Fax 071-381 8914. 

Lawyers and business people already 
operating in the USSR or those just 
breaking into the Soviet market will find 
this course invaluable in helping them to 
accomplish their goals in the USSR. 

The Soviet Business Law Course, 
which will be conducted in English, is 
the equivalent of a 12 week course in 
Soviet Law and offers the most up-to- 
date instruction possible in all aspects of 
Soviet business law. Each registrant will 
receive all the latest Soviet legislative 
documentation translated into English 
by Professor Butler. The textbook for 
the course, which will be sent to 
registrants a number of weeks before the 

course starts to allow tor advance study, 
will be Professor Butler's Soviet Law 
(2nd edition). 

Among the speakers are Professor 
Igor Blishchenko (Vice president 
Association of Soviet Lawyers, 
Friendship University, Moscow); Dr  A A 
Rubanov (The Institute of State and 
Law, Moscow); Dr  N 6 Zubov (Chair 
of the Dept of Customs Law, the 
Institute for Customs Problems, 
Moscow); V L Azarzhenok (Manager of 
the joint enterprise, "DIAG 
International"); Professor E P Garilov 
(Professor of Law, the Institute for 
Economics, Moscow); Mr Grebennikov 
(State Arbitrator Russian Republic, 
USSR). 

Other speakers include the following: 
Dr Braginski, Dr  Repehenko, Dr Belov, 
Mr Lepikhov, Dr  Kashin (Head of 
Foreign Research Dept, Ministry of 
Finance). 
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