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Divided They Stand? 

T h e  recent urging o f  M Main Lamassoure h a t  when 
the decision is made to pass to monetary union, 
certain European countries, including France and 
G e m a n y ,  should propose the status o f  "new founding 
members o f  Europe" for the largest possible number 
o f  countries applying all o f  the European Union 
policies in the monetary, security and social field, 
resurrects the scenario o f  a two-speed or even multi- 
speed Union which was much under discussion in 
relation to the Community in the early to mid- 
eighties. That scenario relies for its attractiveness on 
the contagious effect o f  a core o f  Union States 
attracting less stout brethren by the sheer dynamism 
o f  a large, economically powerful bloc. In  some senses 
this happened with the old Community itself, as 
successive accessions showed life inside the club to be 
better than life on  the streets outside. T h e  rush to 
accede (albeit in some cases with notably muted 
enthusiasm) owes perhaps more to fears o f  being left 
out in the cold than to a real desire to pursue the path 
o f  deeper integration. Th i s  rush coincides with sounds 
from vociferous (some might say over-vociferous and 
unrepresentative) circles in a number s f  Member 
States who now more than ever question the direction 
o f  the Union. 

Variable geometry has already been accepted in the 
Treaty on European Union in what was more an 
unaseemly rush to grab what exemptions one cou4d 
than a considered evaluation o f  the commitment by 
the Twelve to the proper functioning o f  a common 
market characterised by equal conditions o f  
competition. Indeed, the a m e n h e n t s  to the EC 
Treaty promising a Community economic policy based 
on h e  close so-ordination o f  the Member States9 

economic policies, on the internal market and on f ie 
deh i t ion  of  common objectives, and conducted in 
accordance with the principle o f  an open market 
economy with free competition, sit rather 
uncomfonably with opt-outs whose nature is 
incompatible with the level playing field o f  undistorted 
competition demanded by the concept o f  a common 
market. Ascordingliy, whilst the commitment o f  certain 
Member States to the fulfilment o f  all the monetary, 
security m d  social obligations o f  the Union is in 
priniciple to be welcomed, there is a certain danger in 
continuing with a political institutionalisation o f  
fundamentally flawed compromises. O n  the positive 
side, though, those Member States with more vision 
and c o m i m e n r  to enlightened socio-economic co- 
operation would not be held back by backwoods 
sirens. In due course the citizens o f  those countries on 
the periphery o f  the Union members may express their 
dissatisfaction at being relegated to a second-class level 
o f  social protection when next given the opportunity at 
the ballot box. 

I f ?  however, core Union members are to convince 
myone that their co-operation in the field o f  security 
is to mean anything, there will have to be a 
considerable change in the political cynicism which 
characrerises the foreign and commercial policy 
relations o f  some o f  their governments. Until the 
mueual confidence between ahinistrations, 
emphasised on myriad occasions by the Court o f  
Justice, binds a firm expression in political level 
solidarity, the attractiveness to the peripheral countries 
(whether Member States or not) o f  a hard core may 
well be less than who11y evident. T o  be successful, the 
sore must operate well. That  is not yet the case. 
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News 

Council Voting Compromise 

T h e  UM Governanent has now accepted a comprimise 
deal on  Council voting procedures clearing eke way for 
enlargement o f  %he European Union. 

T h e  agreement outlined by  the Greek Presidency at 
an informal meeting o f  EU foreign minis~ers in 
Hoannina, Greece, raises the  so-called "blocking 
minority" to  2'7 votes after the entry sf Austria, 
Finland, Sweden md Norway. However, it provides 
for a L6reasonables' delay where a minority o f  23 to 24 
votes opposes legislation to allow the Council to do 
""a1 in its powerP' to reach a satisfactory solution. 

Enlargement increases total Council votes to 90 from 
h e  current 7'6. 

Spain, the only other State to have objected to the 
new voting procedure, has also accepted the 
Presidency-brokerecl deal. In a statement on 30 
March, the Commission pointed out that the voting 
procedures would be examined again at the 1996 
intergovemental conkrence to allow for an enlarged 

and workable Union o f  possibly 20 Member Stares. 
T h e  European Parliament manad the national legislatures 
o f  all twelve Member States must now approve the 
enlargement treaties. T h e  four candidate states will 
also hold referenda on EU membership - Austria 
expects to vote in June, while the three Nordic states 
have saaanounced polls for 13 November. 

Drinks Agreement 

Names o f  familiar brands o f  spirits such as Scotch 
Whisky anad Bourbon will be protected under a 
""dinks" agreement signed by the EU and h e  U S .  
T h e  agreement prevents misuse o f  the geographic 
desisation o f  some o f  the best-knovrw brands. 

T h e  U S  will restrict use o f  product names for 
Scotch Whisky, Irish YVhiskey, Cognac, Armagnae, 
Callvados anad Brandy de Jerez to distilled drinks 
originating from the EU. Likewise, the EU will 
restrict the use d the brand names Tennessee 
Whisk(e)y,  Bourbon and Bourbon \misk(e)y. 
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