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Editorial 

Claus-Dieter Ehlermann 

The departure of Dr Ehlermann from Brussels marks the 
end of an era in the Commission's services. His 
contribution to European Community law over many 
years has been immense. Even before he became 
Director-General of the Commission's Legal Service, he 
was a prolific writer in the field, and his distinguished 
tenure of that Director-Generalship was legendary. In 
that period the Legal Service considerably expanded both 
in size and, perhaps in a political sense, in terms of its 
role. The political astuteness which Ehlermann brought, 
together with a fine legal mind meant that the profile of 
law and lawyers in the Community Institutions increased 
dramatically. He combined the not inconsiderable 
workload with major responsibilities for the Common 
Market Law Review and was thus both inside and outside 
the house a person of considerable influence on the 
development of legal practice and scholarship. 

After a number of years he left he Legal Service and, 
after a brief spell as Commission's Spokesman, became 
Director-General of D G  IV. T o  that post he brought a 
thorough appreciation of the wider perspectives of 
Community Law. He also had the chance to put into 
practice some of the ideas which he had been advocating 
for some time, particularly relating to a decentralised 
application of Community Law. The natural sadness at 
his departure from D G  IV is tempered by the knowledge 
that in his new position at the European University 
Institute he will continue to make leading contributions 

to Community Law. The ending of one era ushers in a 
new, and surely just as active, stage in his career which 
brings with it the promise of the continuation of his 
outstanding influence in an ideal environment. We wish 
him every sucess and pleasure in his new appointment. 

Ken Simmonds 

The recent death of Professor Kenneth Simmonds has 
robbed the United Kingdom of a distinguished and 
extremely sociable specialist in European and 
International Law. At a time when the study of 
Community Law was not yet fashionable - it had hints of 
garlic and philosophy for many British lawyers - Ken 
Simmonds, along with Dominic Lasok and John 
Mitchell, was one of the early pioneers who promoted the 
study of EC Law in the United Kingdom. Simmonds was 
also the inspiration behind the massive project which 
became the Encyclopedia of European Community Law. At 
the British Institute of International and Comparative 
Law he used his considerable influence to encourage 
scholars to get to grips with the new legal order. He will 
be affectionately remembered for the inspiration and 
encouragement which he gave to many, and for his great 
generosity of spirit. 

Laurence Gormley 

Conferences 

12th Biennial Conference of the IBA's 
Section on Business Law 

Paris, 17-22 September 1995 

In its 25th Anniversary year, the International Bar 
Association's Section on Business Law will hold its 
Conference in Paris from 17 to 22 September 1995. 

Attendance by around 3,000 lawyers from over 100 
countries, with their guests, is expected. All of the 
Section's 27 specialist Committees will hold sessions, as 
well as the Arab Regional Forum and Academic's Forum. 

Programmes include: 
Managing and disclosing risks of investing in deri- 
vatives. 
Keep the crooks out of your filing cabinet - launder 
the client, not the money. 
Unfair competition and commercial crime - Entice- 
ment of key-personnel and their brains: The  Lopez 
Scenario. 
Regulation of the information super-highway. 
Mediation - What do you mean? What do we need 
lawyers for? 
Multi-disciplinary service firms: the wave of the 
future? 
Financial derivatives and the insolvency process. 

Opening Ceremony 
The Conference will be opened by Robert Badinter, 
President du Conseil Constitutionnel, and followed by a 
Plenary Session on "Cross-cultural co-operation and 
communication in a legal context, using The Channel 
Tunnel Project as a case study", introduced by Sir Alastair 
Morton, Co-chairman of Eurotumel, followed by 
discussion by a panel of lawyers from both civil law and 
common law jurisdictions. 

Scholarships 
Scholarships are offered by the Section on Business Law 
to young lawyers from France and countries in Africa and 
the Middle East, who would like to attend the Conference 
but are unable to do so due to financial constraints. The 
Scholarship award covers Conference registration fees, 
return travel costs, hotel accommodation, and a per diem 
allowance. 

Workshop on "Globalisation of the Legal Profession" 
A Workshop, focusing on new trends affecting 
international legal practice, will be held at the end of the 
Conference, chaired by the Section Vice-Chairman 
Willem Calkoen from Rotterdam. The Session will be a 
round-up of discussions held during the year at four 
Workshops in Amsterdam, London, New York and 
Singapore, and will concentrate on the concept of a 
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